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The present invention aims to provide a honeycomb-shaped
ceramic porous body where the strength reduction upon
forming a separation layer is less than conventional porous
bodies. The ceramic porous body is provided with a honey-
comb-shaped base material and an intermediate layer. At least
a part of the ceramic porous body has a structure where
aggregate particles are bonded to one another by an inorganic
bonding material component. In the ceramic porous body, the
intermediate layer thickness, which is the thickness of the
intermediate layer, is 100 um or more and 500 um or less, the
base material thickness at the shortest portion between the
cells, but excluding the intermediate layer and the separation
layeris 0.51 mm or more and 1.55 mm or less, and the ratio of
the base material thickness to the intermediate layer thickness
is 2.5 or more.
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1
POROUS BODY AND HONEYCOMB-SHAPED
CERAMIC SEPARATION-MEMBRANE
STRUCTURE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a porous body having
pressure resistance and to a honeycomb-shaped ceramic
separation-membrane structure.

2. Description of Related Art

Inrecent years, there has been used a ceramic filter in order
to selectively collecting only a specific component from a
mixture (mixed fluid) of many components. Since a ceramic
filter is superior to an organic polymer filter in mechanical
strength, durability, corrosion resistance, and the like, it is
preferably applied to removal of suspended substances, bac-
teria, dust, and the like in liquid or gas in the wide fields of
water treatment, exhaust gas treatment, medicine, food, etc.

In such a ceramic filter, it is necessary to make the mem-
brane area (area of the separation membrane) large in order to
improve water permeability with securing the separation per-
formance, and, for the purpose, it is desirable to have a hon-
eycomb shape. Furthermore, a honeycomb-shaped filter
(honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane struc-
ture) has advantages of being hardly broken and cost saving in
comparison with a tube-typed filter. In many cases, a honey-
comb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane structure has a
circular columnar external shape and is provided with a
porous base material having a large number of parallel flow
passages (cells) formed in the axial direction of the structure
inside the structure. Furthermore, a separation membrane
(separation layer) having small pore diameter in comparison
with the porous base material is formed on the inside wall
faces forming the cells.

In the honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane
structure (precise filtration membrane, ultrafiltration mem-
brane, pervaporation membrane, gas separation membrane,
and reverse permeation membrane), it is desirable to increase
the permeation flow rate by applying high pressure upon
operation. In particular, in ultrafiltration, gas separation, and
areverse osmosis membrane, since the permeation coefficient
of the separation membrane is small, it is necessary to per-
form separation and refinement with applying high operating
pressure. The Patent Document 1 discloses a base material for
zeolite having high corrosion resistance. The Patent Docu-
ment 2 reports a pressure resistant zeolite separation mem-
brane having a zeolite membrane thickness of 5 to 30 um. The
Patent Document 3 discloses a cross-flow filtration device
having an improved permeation flow rate.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

Patent Document 1: JP-A-2009-220074
Patent Document 2: JP-No. 3128517
Patent Document 3: JP-B-6-016819

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, in the case of employing a zeolite membrane as
a separation membrane, a conventional honeycomb-shaped
ceramic base material has a problem of lowering the strength
in a high-temperature alkali condition upon forming a zeolite
membrane. The Patent Document 1 strictly specifies the com-
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ponents and the like of the alumina base material. Neither the
strength reduction nor the influence on the shape is described.
Further, the cost is high because of high firing temperature.
On the other hand, neither the lowering of strength nor the
influence on the shape is described in the Patent Documents 2
and 3.

The present invention aims to provide a porous body where
the strength reduction upon forming a separation layer is less
than conventional structures and a honeycomb-shaped
ceramic separation-membrane structure.

The present inventors found out that the strength reduction
upon forming a separation layer becomes less than that of
conventional structures by specifying the base material thick-
ness and intermediate layer thickness of the porous body
including the base material and the intermediate layer. That is,
according to the present invention, there is provided the fol-
lowing porous body and honeycomb-shaped ceramic separa-
tion-membrane structure.

According to a first aspect of the present invention, a
porous body is provided comprising: a honeycomb-shaped
base material having partition walls of a ceramic porous body
having a large number of pores formed therein and a plurality
of cells formed by the partition walls and functioning as
passages for a fluid passing through the ceramic porous body,
and an intermediate layer of a ceramic porous body having a
large number of pores having a small average pore diameter in
comparison with a surface of the base material and being
disposed on the surface of the base material; wherein at least
a part of the base material and the intermediate layer has a
structure where aggregate particles are bonded to one another
by an inorganic bonding material component, the intermedi-
ate layer thickness, which is the thickness of the intermediate
layer, is 100 um or more and 500 pum or less, the base material
thickness excluding the intermediate layer and the separation
layer at the shortest portion between the cells is 0.51 mm or
more and 1.55 mm or less, and the ratio of the base material
thickness to the intermediate layer thickness is 2.5 or more.

According to a second aspect of the present invention, a
honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane structure,
wherein a separation layer for separating a mixture is pro-
vided on a surface of the intermediate layer of the porous
body according to the first aspect is provided.

According to a third aspect of the present invention, the
honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane structure
according to the second aspect is provided, wherein the sepa-
ration layer is formed of zeolite.

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, the
honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane structure
according to the third aspect is provided, wherein the separa-
tion layer is formed of DDR-type zeolite.

In a honeycomb-shaped ceramic porous body of the
present invention, strength is hardly reduced by forming of
the separation layer. A honeycomb-shaped ceramic separa-
tion-membrane structure of the present invention has higher
strength than a conventional structure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a part cut out, showing an
embodiment of a ceramic separation-membrane structure
including a porous body of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a partially enlarged cross-sectional view where a
vicinity of a separation cell of the A-A' cross section in FIG.
1 was enlarged.

FIG. 3 is a schematic view showing an end face of the
porous body.

FIG. 4A is a schematic view showing a cross section par-
allel to the cell extension direction of the ceramic separation-
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membrane structure and showing an embodiment where the
ceramic separation-membrane structure is put in a housing.

FIG. 4B is a schematic view showing a cross section par-
allel to the cell extension direction of the ceramic separation-
membrane structure and showing another embodiment where
the ceramic separation-membrane structure is put in a hous-
ing.

FIG. 5 is a schematic view showing a state of pouring
seeding slurry in a particle adhesion step.

FIG. 6 is a schematic view showing an embodiment of a
membrane formation step of forming a zeolite membrane on
a porous body by hydrothermal synthesis.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view showing another membrane of
a ceramic separation-membrane structure of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinbelow, embodiments of the present invention will be
described with referring to drawings. The present invention is
not limited to the following embodiments, and changes,
modifications, and improvements may be made as long as
they do not deviate from the scope of the invention.

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of a honeycomb-shaped
ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 including a porous
body 9 of the present invention. FIG. 2 shows a partially
enlarged cross-sectional view where a vicinity of a separation
cell of the A-A' cross section in FIG. 1 is enlarged. The
honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane structure
1 (hereinbelow sometimes referred to simply as ceramic sepa-
ration-membrane structure) is provided with a honeycomb-
shaped base material 30, an intermediate layer 31, and a
separation layer 32 (In the present specification, the base
material 30 and the intermediate layer 31 are referred to as a
ceramic porous body 9).

The honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane
structure 1 has partition walls 3 of a ceramic porous body 9
(hereinbelow sometimes referred to simply as porous body 9)
having a large number of pores formed therein, and cells 4 to
function as flow passages for a fluid are formed by the parti-
tion walls 3. In the intermediate layer 31, a large number of
pores are formed, and the average pore size is small in com-
parison with the surface of the base material 30, and the layer
is disposed on the surface of the base material 30. At least a
part of the ceramic porous body 9 has a structure where the
aggregate particles are bonded to one another by an inorganic
bonding material component. In other words, either the base
material 30 or the intermediate layer 31 (when there is a
plurality of intermediate layers 31 as described later, one of
the layers) may be self-sintered (without any inorganic bond-
ing material component). Since the base material 30 has a
honeycomb shape, the membrane area per unit volume can be
made large, and the treating capability can be raised.

A porous body 9 of the present invention is a honeycomb-
shaped ceramic porous body provided with a honeycomb-
shaped base material 30 and an intermediate layer 31. In the
porous body 9, the intermediate layer thickness 41, which is
the thickness of the intermediate layer 31, is 100 um or more
and 500 pm or less, the base material thickness 40 excluding
the intermediate layer and the separation layer at the shortest
portion between the cells is 0.51 mm or more and 1.55 mm or
less, and the ratio of the base material thickness to the inter-
mediate layer thickness is 2.5 or more and 10 or less (see FI1G.
3). By specitying the intermediate layer thickness 41, the base
material thickness 40, and the ratio of the base material thick-
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ness to the intermediate layer thickness, the strength reduc-
tion of the porous body 9 upon forming the separation layer
32 can be reduced.

The porous body 9 including the base material 30 and the
intermediate layer 31 has a circular columnar external shape
and an outer peripheral face 6. It is further provided with a
plurality of separation cells 4a passing through from one end
face 2a to the other end face 26 and formed in rows and a
plurality of water collection cells 45 formed in rows from one
end face 2a to the other end face 256. In the ceramic separation-
membrane structure 1, each of the separation cells 4a and the
water collection cells 45 has a circular cross-sectional shape.
Though the apertures of both the end faces 2a and 25 of the
separation cells 4a are open (are left as apertures), the aper-
tures of both the end faces 2a and 25 of the water collection
cells 45 are plugged with plugging members to form plugged
portions 8; and discharge flow passages 7 are provided in such
a manner that the water collection cells 45 communicate with
the external space. In addition, a separation layer 32 is dis-
posed on the surface of the intermediate layer 31 of the inside
wall face of each of the separation cells 4a having a circular
cross-sectional shape. On the other hand, the water collection
cells 4b are provided with neither the intermediate layer 31
nor the separation layer 32. It is preferable that a glass seal 35
is disposed so as to cover at least the end faces 2a, 26 of the
base material 30. The ceramic separation-membrane struc-
ture 1 is a ceramic filter for separating a mixture.

In the ceramic separation-membrane structure 1, the inter-
nal pressure fracture strength fracturing the structure at the
time that pressure is applied to the inside of the separation
cells 4a is 7 MPa or more. The internal pressure fracture
strength means pressure where a ceramic separation-mem-
brane structure 1 is fractured by applying pressure to the
inside of the separation cells 4a. Conventionally, there has
been no honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane
structure having an internal pressure fracture strength of 7
MPa or more. A ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 of
the present invention has higher internal pressure fracture
strength than a conventional one by specifying the ratio of
base material thickness to the intermediate layer thickness,
which is the ratio of the base material thickness 40 to the
intermediate layer thickness 41 (see FIG. 3), to be within a
predetermined range and the like. Hereinbelow, description
will be given in more detail.

(Base Material)

Itis preferable that the base material 30 has an average pore
size of 5 to 25 pm. It is more preferably 6 to 20 um. When the
average pore size of the base material 30 is below 5 pm, the
permeation rate of the permeation separation component
separated by the separation layer 32 at the base material 30
becomes remarkably low, and the permeation flow rate per
unit time may be reduced. On the other hand, when it is above
25 um, the separation layer 32 cannot be formed uniformly,
and the separation performance may be deteriorated.

In addition, it is preferable that the base material 30 has a
porosity of 25 to 50%. The average pore size and the porosity
are measured by a mercury porosimeter.

The material for the base material 30 is ceramic. It is
preferable that the aggregate particles are of alumina (Al,O;),
titania (TiO,), mullite (Al,0;.810,), powder of potsherd,
cordierite (Mg,Al1,81;0,,), or the like. Of these, alumina is
further preferable in that a raw material (aggregate particles)
having a controlled particle diameter can easily be obtained,
that stable kneaded material can be formed, and that it has
high corrosion resistance. The inorganic bonding material is
preferably one selected from the group consisting of easily-
sinterable alumina, silica, glass frit, clay mineral, and easily-
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sinterable cordierite. The inorganic bonding material is a
bonding material for bonding the aggregate particles to one
another and an inorganic component which is sintered and
solidified at temperature where the aggregate component is
not sintered. When alumina is selected as the aggregate com-
ponent, the average particle diameter of the sinterable alu-
mina is not larger than one tenth of that of the aggregate.
When cordierite is selected as the aggregate component, the
average particle diameter of easily-sinterable cordierite is not
larger than one tenth of that of the aggregate. Incidentally,
regardless of the base material 30, the intermediate layer 31,
or the like, the average particle diameter is measured by the
“laser diffraction method”. As the clay mineral, there can be
mentioned kaolin, dolomite, montmorillonite, feldspar, cal-
cite, talc, mica, and the like.

There is no particular limitation on the entire shape and size
of the base material 30 as long as they do not hinder the
separation function. As the entire shape, there can be men-
tioned shapes of, for example, a circular column (circular
cylinder), a quadrangular prism (cylinder having a quadran-
gular cross section perpendicular to the central axis), and a
triangular prism (cylinder having a triangular cross section
perpendicular to the central axis). Of these, a circular column
is preferable in that extrusion is easy, that firing deformation
is little, and that sealing with the housing is easy. When it is
used for precise filtration or ultrafiltration, the shape is pref-
erably a circular column having a diameter of 30 to 220 mm
in a cross section perpendicular to the central axis, and a
length of 150 to 2000 mm in the central axial direction.

As the cross-sectional shape of the cells 4 (shape in a cross
section perpendicular to the cell 4 extension direction) of the
base material 30, there can be mentioned, for example, a
circle and a polygon. As the polygon, a quadrangle, a penta-
gon, a hexagon, a triangle, and the like can be mentioned.
Incidentally, the cell 4 extension direction is the same as the
central axial direction when the base material 30 has a circular
columnar (circular cylindrical) shape.

When the cross-sectional shape of the cells 4 of the base
material 30 is circular, the diameter of the cells 4 is preferably
1 to 5 mm. When it is smaller than 1 mm, the membrane area
may become small. When it is larger than 5 mm, strength of
the ceramic filter may be deteriorated.

In the base material 30, the base material thickness 40
excluding the intermediate layer 31 and the separation layer
32 atthe shortest portion between the cells 4 is preferably 0.51
mm or more and 1.55 mm or less. The base material thickness
40 means thickness of the portion excluding the intermediate
layer 31 and the separation layer 32 at the time that the base
material 30 is formed by extrusion as shown in FIG. 3. The
base material thickness 40 is more preferably 0.51 mm or
more and 1.2 mm or less, furthermore preferably 0.65 mm or
more and 1.0 mm or less. The base material thickness 40 of
0.51 mm or more enables to obtain sufficient internal pressure
fracture strength. However, when the base material thickness
40 is too large, the number of cells capable of forming in the
fixed volume is reduced, and therefore the membrane area
becomes small. Since this lowers the permeation flow rate, it
is preferably 1.55 mm or less. Incidentally, the base material
thickness 40 is the distance shown in FIG. 3 when the cells 4
are circular whereas it is the shortest distance between cells 4
when the cells have another shape.

(Intermediate Layer)

When the intermediate layer 31 is constituted of a plurality
of layers, it is preferable that the intermediate layers 31 are
disposed in such a manner that the average pore size
decreases in order from the base material 30 side to the
separation layer 32 side. Specifically, it is preferable that the
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6

intermediate layer 31 is constituted of the first intermediate
layer 31a having an average pore size of 1 um order and the
second intermediate layer 315 having an average pore size of
0.1 um order.

The thickness of the intermediate layer 31 (the intermedi-
ate layer thickness 41) is preferably 100 pum or more and 500
um or less. When the intermediate layer is constituted of a
plurality of layers, the intermediate layer thickness 41 is total
thickness of all the layers. It is more preferably 160 um or
more and 400 pm or less, furthermore preferably 200 pm or
more and 300 um or less.

It is preferable that the ratio of the base material thickness
to the intermediate layer thickness is 2.5 or more. It is more
preferably 2.5 or more and 10.3 or less, furthermore prefer-
ably 2.5 or more and 4.3 or less. When the ratio of the base
material thickness to the intermediate layer thickness is 2.5 or
more, the strength reduction by the forming of the separation
layer 32 of a zeolite membrane or the like can be reduced.
When it is 4.0 or more, the strength reduction by the forming
of the separation layer 32 of a zeolite membrane or the like
can be inhibited. Though a large ratio of the base material
thickness to the intermediate layer thickness is preferable in
view of strength reduction, the area of the zeolite membrane
(membrane area) becomes small, and the amount of fluid
which can be treated is reduced. Therefore, it is more prefer-
ably 10.3 or less, furthermore preferably 4.3 or less.

It is preferable that the aggregate particles of the interme-
diate layer 31 are one selected from the group consisting of
alumina, titania, mullite, powder of potsherd, and cordierite.
In addition, the inorganic bonding material of the intermedi-
ate layer 31 is preferably one selected from the group con-
sisting of easily-sinterable alumina, silica, glass frit, clay
mineral, and easily-sinterable cordierite. The inorganic bond-
ing material is an inorganic component which is sintered and
solidified at temperature where the aggregate component is
not sintered. When alumina is selected as the aggregate com-
ponent, the average particle diameter of the easily-sinterable
alumina is not larger than one tenth of that of the aggregate.
When cordierite is selected as the aggregate component, the
average particle diameter of easily-sinterable cordierite is not
larger than one tenth of that of the aggregate. Incidentally,
regardless of the base material 30, the intermediate layer 31,
or the like, the average particle diameter is measured by the
“laser diffraction method”. As the clay mineral, there can be
mentioned kaolin, dolomite, montmorillonite, feldspar, cal-
cite, talc, mica, and the like.

Itis preferable that the proportion of the inorganic bonding
material component in the inorganic solid content of the
intermediate layer 31 is 26% by mass or more and 42% by
mass or less. It is more preferably 28% by mass or more and
42% by mass or less, furthermore preferably 30% by mass or
more and 42% by mass or less. Incidentally, the proportion of
the inorganic bonding material component in the inorganic
solid content (mass %)=(inorganic bonding material)/(aggre-
gate particles+inorganic bonding material)x100.

(Separation Layer)

The separation layer 32 has a plurality of pores formed
therein, and the average pore size is small in comparison with
the porous body 9 (the base material 30 and the intermediate
layer 31), and the layer 32 is disposed on the wall faces
(surfaces of the partition walls 3) inside the cells 4. A mixture
can be separated by the separation layer. Since a ceramic filter
thus having a structure provided with a separation layer 32
exhibits a separation function exclusively by the separation
layer 32, the average pore size of the porous body 9 can be
made large. Therefore, the fluid-flow resistance at the time
that the fluid having passed through the separation layer 32
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and moved into the porous body 9 from the cells 4 passes
through the inside of the porous body 9 can be reduced, and
the fluid permeability can be enhanced.

The average pore size of the separation layer 32 can appro-
priately be determined depending on the filtration perfor-
mance or separation performance required (depending on the
particle size of the substance to be removed). For example, in
the case of a ceramic filter used for precise filtration or ultra-
filtration, it is preferably 0.01 to 1.0 pm. In this case, the
average pore size of the separation layer 32 is measured by the
air flow method described in ASTM F316.

When the separation layer 32 is a zeolite membrane, there
can be used a zeolite having a crystal structure of LTA, MfI,
MOR, FER, FAU, or DDR (Deca-Dodecasil 3R) as the zeo-
lite. When the separation layer 32 is a DDR type zeolite, it can
be used particularly as a gas separation membrane used for
selectively separating carbon dioxide.

(Plugged Portion)

The plugging member preferably contains aggregate par-
ticles, an inorganic bonding material, a binder, a thickener,
and a water retention agent. The plugging member can be
formed with the same material as the porous body 9. It is
preferable that the plugged portion 8 has a porosity of 25 to
50%. When the porosity of the plugged portion 8 is above
50%, the solid content contained in the slurry for the inter-
mediate layer used for forming the intermediate layer 31 may
pass through the plugged portion 8. On the other hand, when
the porosity of the plugged portion 8 is below 20%, discharge
of the water content contained in the slurry for the interme-
diate layer used for forming the intermediate layer 31 may be
difficult.

(Glass Seal)

In a ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 of the
present invention, it is preferable to further provide a glass
seal 35 5o as to cover the porous body on the side, from which
a mixed fluid flows therein, of the end face 2 of the ceramic
separation-membrane structure 1 in order to suppress the
mixed fluid containing a permeable separation component
from directly flowing in from the porous body portions at the
end face 2 of the ceramic separation-membrane structure 1
and flowing out without being separated by the separation
layer 32 formed on the inside wall surfaces of the predeter-
mined separation cells 4a.

The thickness of the glass seal 35 is preferably 30 to 500
pm. When it is thicker than 30 pm, the durability is improved,
and when it is thinner than 500 pm, a fluid can flow therein
without being hindered since the glass seal 35 does not spread
out into the cells 4. When the glass seal 35 is thick, the
ceramic filter may be heavy.

Though the material of the glass seal 35 is not particularly
limited as long as it is glass which can be used as a seal
material for a water treatment filter, alkali-free glass is pref-
erable. By forming the glass seal 35 with alkali-free glass, the
movement of alkali components from the glass seal 35 can be
inhibited almost completely. Therefore, it inhibits condensa-
tion of alkali components derived from the glass seal 35 at the
interface between the base material 30 or the separation layer
32 and the glass seal 35, and the corrosion resistance of the
ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 can be improved
dramatically. Therefore, corrosion of the base material 30 or
the separation layer 32 in the vicinity of the glass seal 35 can
be inhibited effectively, and the structure exhibits excellent
corrosion resistance capable of withstand chemical washing
many times.

(Separation Method)

Next, there is described a method for separating some of
the components from the mixture of several kinds of fluids by
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the use of the ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 of the
present embodiment. As shown in FIG. 4A, when the fluid is
separated by the use of the honeycomb-shaped ceramic sepa-
ration-membrane structure 1 of the present embodiment, it is
preferable that the ceramic separation-membrane structure 1
is put in a cylindrical housing 51 having a fluid inflow port 52
and a fluid outflow port 53, that the target fluid F1 to be treated
which is allowed to flow in from the fluid inlet port 52 of the
housing 51 is separated by the ceramic separation-membrane
structure 1, and the separated treated fluid (treated fluid F2) is
discharged from the fluid outflow port 53.

When the ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 is put
in the housing 51, it is preferable that the gap between the
ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 and the housing 51
is sealed with the seal material 54, 54 at both the end portions
of the ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 as shown in
FIG. 4A.

All the target fluid F1 having flowed into the housing 51
from the fluid inflow port 52 flows into the cells 4 of the
ceramic separation-membrane structure 1, and the target fluid
F1 having flowed into the cells 4 passes through the separa-
tion layer 32 and enters the base material 30 as the treated
fluid F2. Then, it flows out of the base material 30 from the
outer peripheral face 6 of the base material 30 and is dis-
charged outside (into the external space) from the fluid out-
flow port 53. The seal material 54 can inhibit the target fluid
F1 from being mixed with the treated fluid F2.

Though there is no particular limitation on the material for
the housing 51, for example, stainless steel can be mentioned.
Though there is no particular limitation on the seal material
54, for example, an O-ring can be mentioned. As the material
for the seal material 54, fluorine rubber, silicone rubber, eth-
ylene, and propylene rubber can be mentioned. These mate-
rials are suitable for the use at high temperature for a long
period of time.

FIG. 4B shows another embodiment where the ceramic
separation-membrane structure 1 is put in the housing 51. As
shown in FIG. 4B, the ceramic separation-membrane struc-
ture 1 is put in the cylindrical housing 51 having the fluid
inflow port 52 and the fluid outflow ports 53, 58. In the
embodiment, the target fluid F1 allowed to flow in from the
fluid inflow port 52 of the housing 51 is separated by the
ceramic separation-membrane structure 1, the separated tar-
get fluid (treated fluid F2) is discharged from the fluid outflow
port 53, and the rest (fluid F3) can be discharged from the fluid
outflow port 58. Since the fluid F3 can be discharged from the
fluid outflow port 58, flow rate of the target fluid F1 can be
raised during the operation, and the permeation rate of the
treated fluid F2 can be raised. Generally speaking, the per-
meation amount of the treated fluid F2 of the filter drops since
asedimentary layer of unfiltered components is formed on the
membrane surface. Even in gas separation, the permeation
amount of the treated fluid F2 falls by concentration polar-
ization where the concentration of the components which do
not pass through the membrane increases. However, when the
flow rate of the target fluid F1 is high, since unfiltered com-
ponents flow to the fluid outflow port 58, the formation of the
sedimentary layer and the concentration polarization are
reduced, and clogging is hardly caused.

(Preparation Method)

Next, the preparation method of a ceramic separation-
membrane structure 1 according to the present invention will
be described. In the first place, a raw material for the porous
body is formed. For example, extrusion is performed by the
use of a vacuum extruder. This enables to obtain a honey-
comb-shaped unfired base material 30 having separation cells
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4a and water collection cells 4b. There are other methods such
as press forming and casting, and the method can appropri-
ately be selected.

Then, in the unfired base material 30 obtained above, dis-
charge flow passages 7 communicating from one portion of
the outer peripheral face 6 to another portion by passing
through the water collection cells 4b are formed. The dis-
charge flow passages 7 can be formed, for example, by
machining grooves on the outer peripheral face 6, breaking
with a grinding stone or the like, and then breaking through
the water collection cells 45 with a jig having an acute angle.

Next, plugging members in a slurried state are filled into
the spaces from both the end faces 2a, 26 of the water collec-
tion cells 45 till they reach the discharge flow passages 7 of
the unfired base material 30 with the discharge flow passages
7 obtained above. Specifically, a film (masking) of polyester
or the like is attached to both the end faces 2a, 25 of the base
material 30, and holes are made in portions corresponding to
the specific separation cells 4a. Then, the end faces 2a, 26
provided with a film of the base material 30 are pressed
against the inside of the container filled with the plugging
member (slurry), and a pressure of, for example, 200 kg is
further applied with an air cylinder or the like for the filling.
Subsequently, the unfired base material 30 having plugging
members obtained above is fired at, for example, 900to 1400°
C.

Then, on the inside wall faces of the separation cells 4a of
the base material 30, a plurality of intermediate layers 31
functioning as a base for the separation layer 32 is formed. In
the first place, slurry for the intermediate layers is prepared in
order to form the intermediate layers 31 (form membranes).
The slurry for the intermediate layers can be prepared by
adding 400 parts by mass of water to 100 parts by mass of a
ceramic raw material of alumina, mullite, titania, cordierite,
or the like having a desired particle diameter (e.g., average
particle diameter of 3.2 um) of the same material as the base
material 30. To the slurry for the intermediate layers, an
inorganic bonding material is added in order to enhance the
membrane strength after sintering. For the inorganic bonding
material, there can be used clay, kaolin, titania sol, silica sol,
glass frit, or the like. The amount of the inorganic bonding
material added is preferably 5 to 20 parts by mass from the
viewpoint of membrane strength. After the slurry for the
intermediate layers is allowed to adhere to the inside wall
faces of the separation cells 4a (by the use of, for example, a
device disclosed in JP-A-61-238315), it is dried and sintered
at, for example, 900 to 1050° C. to form the intermediate
layers 31.

The intermediate layers 31 can be formed independently
with plural kinds of slurry having varied average particle
diameters. By disposing the second intermediate layer 315 on
the first intermediate layer 31a, the influence of the uneven-
ness of the surface of the porous substrate 9 can be reduced.
As a result, even if the separation layer 32 is made thin,
defects as the ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 can
be reduced. That is, there can be obtained a ceramic separa-
tion-membrane structure 1 where a separation layer 32 having
high flux, low cost, and high separation performance is dis-
posed.

Next, the separation layer 32 is formed on the intermediate
layer 31. The case of disposing a zeolite membrane as the
separation layer 32 will be described. The zeolite membrane-
forming method includes a particle adhesion step where zeo-
lite particles are allowed to adhere to the porous body 9 by
allowing slurry having zeolite particles serving as seeds dis-
persed therein to flow down by its own weight along the
surface of the porous body 9 and a membrane-forming step
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where a zeolite membrane is formed on the porous body 9 by
hydrothermal synthesis with immersing the porous body 9
having the zeolite particles adhering thereto in a sol. The
flowing down in the particle adhesion step means that the
slurry flows down on the surface of the porous body 9 by
allowing the slurry to drop one by one freely by its own
weight on the porous body 9. In the flow-down method, a
large amount of liquid is allowed to flow in parallel with the
surface by, for example, pouring slurry into holes of the
porous body 9 having circular cylindrical holes. This allows
the slurry poured to flow along the surface of the porous body
9 by its own weight. Therefore, penetrating into the porous
body 9 is little. On the other hand, the conventionally known
falling-drop method is a method of allowing a small amount
of slurry to fall perpendicularly from above a flat plate, and
the slurry falling down penetrates into the flat plate by its own
weight. Therefore, the membrane becomes thick.

[1] Preparation of Slurry for Seeding and Seeding (Particle
Adhesion Step)

A DDR type zeolite crystal powder is produced, and it is
used as a seed crystal as it is or by being pulverized as
necessary. The DDR type zeolite powder (serving as the seed
crystal) is dispersed in a solvent to obtain slurry (slurry for
seeding). It is preferable to dilute the slurry for seeding by a
solvent so that the concentration of the solid content con-
tained therein becomes 1% by mass or less. As the solvent for
dilution, water, ethanol, or ethanol aqueous solution is pref-
erable. As the solvent used for the dilution, there may be used
an organic solvent such as acetone or IPA or an organic
solvent aqueous solution besides water or ethanol. Since the
use of an organic solvent having high volatility can reduce
drying time and reduce penetrating of the slurry 64 for seed-
ing at the same time, a thinner zeolite membrane can be
formed. Though a general stirring method can be employed as
a method for dispersing the DDR type zeolite powder in the
slurry, a method such as a supersonic wave treatment may be
employed.

FIG. 5 shows one embodiment of seeding by a flow-down
method (particle adhesion step). A porous body 9 is fixed to
the lower end of a wide-mouth funnel 62, and a cock 63 is
opened to allow the seeding slurry 64 to flow in from above
the porous body 9 and to pass through the cells 4, thereby
performing the particle adhesion step.

The concentration of the solid content in the slurry 64 for
seeding (particle adhesion step) is preferably within the range
from 0.00001 to 1% by mass, more preferably within the
range from 0.0001 to 0.5% by mass, and furthermore prefer-
ably 0.0005 to 0.2% by mass. When the concentration is
lower than the lower limit of the range for the concentration,
the number of steps is increased to cause high costs. In addi-
tion, when it is above 1% by mass, a thick zeolite particle
layer is formed on the surface of the porous body 9, and the
thick membrane causes low flux.

For the slurry 64 in the particle adhesion step, water can be
used as the solvent for dispersing the zeolite particles. An
organic solvent or an organic solvent aqueous solution may be
used. Further, ethanol, an ethanol aqueous solution, or the like
may be used. In particular, when ethanol having high volatil-
ity is used as the solvent, since the inside portion of the porous
body 9 is pressurized by volatilized ethanol right after the
flowing, the flowing liquid is pushed out to the surface of the
porous body 9, and the amount of the penetrating of the slurry
for seeding can be reduced.

Itis preferable to perform the step of allowing the slurry 64
containing zeolite particles as seeds to flow down in the
particle adhesion step (FIG. 5) plural times.
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The plural times mean about 2 to 10 times. The more times
increase quantity of work and costs. The number of times is
preferably up to about 8, more preferably about 2 to 6. By
performing the step plural times, the zeolite particle can
adhere to the entire surface of the porous body 9 evenly.

It is preferable that the preparation method of a zeolite
membrane according to the present invention includes a step
of allowing the slurry 64 containing zeolite particles to flow
down with flipping the porous body 9 upside down after the
slurry 64 containing zeolite particles serving as seeds is
allowed to flow down. This enables to allow the zeolite par-
ticles to adhere to the surface of the porous body 9 evenly and
uniformly.

When the slurry 64 containing zeolite particles serving as
seeds is allowed to flow down, it is desirable to perform
masking with a seal tape or the like on the outer peripheral
face 6 of the porous body 9. The masking enables to reduce
the amount of penetrating of the slurry 64 for seeding and to
allow the zeolite particles to adhere more uniformly. By
reducing the amount of penetrating of the slurry 64 for seed-
ing, a thinner zeolite membrane can be formed.

It is preferable that the preparation method of a zeolite
membrane of the present invention includes a draught drying
step after the slurry 64 containing zeolite particles serving as
seeds is allowed to flow down. The draught drying means
drying the slurry 64 by sending wind to the surface of the
porous body 9 where the slurry 64 containing zeolite particles
adheres. By performing the draught drying, the drying speed
is raised, and the zeolite particles easily move to the surface
and gather on the surface with the movement of the liquid at
the time that the liquid evaporates.

In addition, the draught drying is preferably performed
with humidified wind. By performing the draught drying with
humidified wind, seeds can be fixed more strongly on the
porous body 9. By fixing the seeds strongly on the porous
body 9, detachment of the zeolite particles upon the following
hydrothermal synthesis can be inhibited, and a zeolite mem-
brane having less defects can be formed stably. Incidentally,
the same effect can be obtained by including an exposure step
of laying the porous body 9 subjected to draught drying with
wind not subjected to humidification in water vapor after the
flowing and seeding of the slurry 64.

[2] Preparation of Raw Material Solution (Sol)

Next, there is prepared a raw material solution having a
predetermined composition including 1-adamantanamine
dissolved in ethylenediamine.

Since 1-adamantanamine is a SDA (structure defining
agent) in synthesis of a DDR type zeolite, that is, a substance
to serve as a template for forming a crystal structure of the
DDR type zeolite, the molar ratio to SiO, (silica) which is a
raw material for the DDR type zeolite is important. The molar
ratio of 1-adamantanamine/SiO, is necessarily within the
range from 0.002 to 0.5, preferably within the range from
0.002 to 0.2, more preferably within the range from 0.002 to
0.03. When the molar ratio of 1-adamantanamine/SiO, is
below this range, 1-adamantanamine of the SDA is insuffi-
cient, and therefore it is difficult to form a DDR type zeolite.
On the other hand, when the molar ratio is above this range,
expensive 1-adamantanamine is added more than necessary,
which is not preferable from the viewpoint of production
costs.

Since 1-adamantanamine is hardly soluble in water as a
solvent for hydrothermal synthesis, it is subjected to prepa-
ration for a raw material solution after dissolving it in ethyl-
enediamine. By preparing a raw material solution in a uni-
form condition with completely dissolving
1-adamantanamine in ethylenediamine, it becomes possible
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to form DDR type zeolite having a uniform crystal size. The
molar ratio of ethylenediamine/1-adamantanamine is neces-
sarily within the range from 4 to 35, preferably within the
range from 8 to 24, more preferably within the range from 10
to 20. When the molar ratio of ethylenediamine/1-adaman-
tanamine is below this range, the amount is insufficient for
completely dissolving 1-adamantanamine. On the other
hand, when the molar ratio is above this range, the ethylene-
diamine is used more than necessary, which is not preferable
from the viewpoint of production costs.

According to the preparation method of the present inven-
tion, colloidal silica is used as a silica source. Though a
commercially available colloidal silica can suitably be used
as the colloidal silica, the colloidal silica can be prepared by
dissolving minutely powdered silica in water or by subjecting
alkoxide to hydrolysis.

The molar ratio of water contained in the raw material
solution to SiO, (silica) (water/SiO, molar ratio) is necessar-
ily within the range from 10 to 500, preferably within the
range from 14 to 250, and more preferably within the range
from 14 to 112. When the water/SiO, molar ratio is below this
range, it is not preferable in that a large amount of unreacted
SiO, which is not crystallized remains because the SiO, con-
centration of the raw material solution is too high. On the
other hand, when it is above this range, it is not preferable in
that a DDR type zeolite cannot be formed because the SiO,
concentration of the raw material solution is too low.

According to the preparation method of the present inven-
tion, besides DDR type zeolite of all silica type, there can be
manufactured DDR type zeolite containing aluminum and
metal cation in the framework (hereinbelow referred to as
“DDR type zeolite of low silica type”). Since the DDR type
zeolite of low silica type has a cation in pores, its adsorption
performance and catalyst performance are different from
those of DDR type zeolite of all silica type. In the case of
preparing DDR type zeolite of low silica type, a raw material
solution is prepared by adding an aluminum source and a
cation source besides water as the solvent and colloidal silica
as the silica source.

As the aluminum source, there can be used aluminum
sulfate, sodium aluminate, metal aluminum, or the like. The
Si0,/Al,0, molar ratio in the case of converting aluminum to
its oxide is necessarily within the range from 50 to 1000,
preferably within the range from 70 to 300, more preferably
within the range from 90 to 200. When the SiO,/Al,0; molar
ratio is below this range, it is not preferable in that the pro-
portion of amorphous SiO, other than DDR type zeolite
increases. On the other hand, when it is above this range, it is
not preferable in that the properties as DDR type zeolite of
low silica type cannot be exhibited due to remarkable reduc-
tion of the amount of aluminum and cation though DDR type
zeolite can be manufactured, which makes no difference from
zeolite of all silica type.

As the cation, there can be mentioned a cation of one of
alkali metals, i.e., K, Na, Li, Rb, and Cs. As the cation source,
if Na is taken for example, there can be mentioned sodium
hydroxide, sodium aluminate, and the like. The X,0/Al,0,
molar ratio in the case of converting alkali metal as the oxide
is necessary within the range from 1 to 25, preferably within
the range from 3 to 20, and more preferably within the range
from 6 to 15. When the X,0/A1,0, molar ratio is below this
range, it is not preferable in that DDR type zeolite having the
aimed SiO,/Al,O, molar ratio is hardly obtained. On the
other hand, when it is above this range, it is not preferable in
that amorphous SiO, is mixed in the product.

Preparation of a raw material solution has been described
above. As a particularly preferable mode, there can be men-
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tioned a method of preparing a raw material solution by
mixing a solution where 1-adamantanamine is dissolved in
ethylenediamine, water as a solvent, and colloidal silica (in
the case of synthesizing low silica type DDR, further alumi-
num sulfate as the aluminum source and sodium hydroxide as
the cation source) at a predetermined ratio and dissolving
them.

[3] Membrane Formation (Membrane Formation Step)

A container (e.g., a jar) containing the raw material solu-
tion is set in a homogenizer for agitation to obtain a sol 67
used for hydrothermal synthesis. Next, as shown in FIG. 6,
the porous body 9 subjected to seeding by the flow-down
method is put in a pressure resistant container 65, and, after
the sol 67 prepared above is put therein, these are put in a
dryer 68 and subjected to a heating treatment (hydrothermal
synthesis) at 110 to 200° C. for 16 to 120 hours to obtain a
zeolite membrane.

The temperature of the heating treatment (synthesis tem-
perature) is preferably within the range from 110 to 200° C.,
more preferably 120 to 180° C., and particularly preferably
12010 170° C. When the temperature of the heating treatment
is below this range, it is not preferable in that DDR type
zeolite cannot be formed. On the other hand, when it is above
the range, it is not preferable in that unintended DOH type
zeolite is formed due to phase transition.

Regarding the time for the heating treatment (synthesis
time) in the preparation method ofthe present invention, very
short time of several hours to five days is sufficient. In the
preparation method of the present invention, since the DDR
type zeolite powder is added to the base material by a flow-
down method, crystallization of DDR type zeolite is facili-
tated.

In the preparation method of the present invention, it is not
necessary to always stir the raw material solution (sol 67)
during the heating treatment. This is because, since 1-ada-
mantanamine to be contained in the raw material solution is
dissolved in ethylenediamine, the raw material solution is
maintained in a uniform state. Incidentally, whereas mixed
crystals of DDR and DOH may be formed if the raw material
solution is not always stirred in a conventional method,
single-phase crystals of DDR can be formed without forming
DOH even if the raw material solution is not always stirred
according to the preparation method of the present invention.

[4] Washing and Removing Structure Defining Agent

Next, the porous body 9 having a zeolite membrane formed
thereon is washed with water or by boiling at 80 to 100° C.,
and then it is taken out and dried at 80 to 100° C. Then, the
porous body 9 is put in an electric furnace and heated at 400
to 800° C. for 1 to 200 hours in the ambient atmosphere to
remove 1-adamantanamine in the pores of the zeolite mem-
brane by combustion. The above enables to form a thin and
uniform zeolite membrane having a thickness of 10 um or less
and less defects than a conventional one.

The preparation method of a zeolite membrane of the
present invention can be applied to zeolites having a crystal
structure of LTA, MFI, MOR, FER, FAU, or DDR.

Though there has been described an embodiment having
plugged portions 8 formed by plugging end faces 2 with
plugging members, separation cells 4a, water collection cells
4b, and discharge flow passages 7 as a ceramic separation-
membrane structure 1; as shown in FIG. 7, the structure may
have no plugging, be provided with a separation layer 32 in all
the cells 4 of the honeycomb-structured porous body 9 and
with no water collection cell 45 and no discharge flow passage
7.
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EXAMPLE

Hereinbelow, the present invention will be described in
more detail on the basis of Examples. However, the present
invention is not limited to these Examples.

(Base Material)

A kneaded material was prepared by adding 20 parts by
mass of an inorganic bonding material (sintering auxiliary)
with respect to 100 parts by mass of alumina particles (aggre-
gate particles) having an average particle diameter of 50 and
water, a dispersant, and a thickener were added to them,
followed by mixing and kneading. The kneaded material was
extruded to manufacture a honeycomb-shaped unfired base
material 30.

As the inorganic bonding material, there was used a mate-
rial obtained by melting a glass raw material containing SiO,
(80 mol %), Al,O5 (10 mol %), and alkali earth (8 mol %) at
1600° C. for uniformalization; cooling it; and then pulveriz-
ing it to obtain an average particle diameter of 1 um.

In the unfired base material 30, discharge flow passages 7
communicating from one portion of the outer peripheral face
6 to another portion bypassing through the water collection
cells 4b were formed.

Next, slurried plugging member was filled in the spaces
from both the end faces 2a, 25 till it reached the discharge
flow passages 7 of the base material 30. Then, the base mate-
rial 30 was fired. The firing conditions were 1250° C. and one
hour with both the temperature rise rate and the temperature
fall rate of 100° C./hour.

Next, the intermediate layer 31 of an alumina porous body
having a thickness of 150 um and an average pore size of 0.5
um was formed on the wall surfaces inside the cells 4 of the
base material 30. The average pore size was measured by the
air flow method described in ASTM F316.

Inthe first place, slurry was prepared by adding 14 parts by
mass of an inorganic bonding material to 100 parts by mass of
alumina particles (aggregate particles) having an average par-
ticle diameter of 3.5 um, and water, a dispersant, and a thick-
ener were further added to them, followed by mixing. Using
the slurry, the slurry was allowed to adhere to the inner
peripheral face of the base material 30 by the filtration mem-
brane-forming method described in JP-B-63-66566. Then,
firing was performed in an electric furnace in the ambient
atmosphere to form the first intermediate layer 31a. As the
firing conditions, 950° C. for one hour was employed with
both the temperature ascending rate and the temperature
descending rate of 100° C./hour. As the inorganic bonding
material, there was used a material obtained by melting a
glass raw material containing SiO, (77 mol %), ZrO, (10
mol %), Li,0 (3.5 mol %), Na,O (4 mol %), K,O (4 mol %),
CaO (0.7 mol %), and MgO (0.8 mol %) at 1600° C. for
uniformalization; and, after it was cooled, it was pulverized to
obtain an average particle diameter of 1 um.

Next, the second intermediate layer 315 of a titania porous
body having a thickness of 15 um and average pore size 0f 0.1
um was formed on the inner peripheral wall (surface of the
surface layer) ofthe porous body 9. The average pore size was
measured by the air flow method described in ASTM F316.

The porous body 9 had a circular columnar external shape
having an outer diameter of 30 mm and a length of 160 mm.
In Table 1, the base material thickness 40, the intermediate
layer thickness 41, and the cell diameter 42 of'the cells having
a circular cross-sectional shape are shown, respectively.

(Forming of Glass Seal)

Next, a glass seal 35 was disposed on both the end faces 2a,
25 of the base material 30 in the state that the aperture por-
tions of the cells 4 were not clogged. In the first place, slurry
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was prepared by adding alumina particles (ceramic particles),
water, and an organic binder to the inorganic bonding material
as a raw material for the glass seal 35, followed by mixing.
The portion of the alumina particles (ceramic particles) in the
mixture was 40% by mass with respect to the total mass of the
inorganic bonding material and the alumina particles. The
portion of water in the mixture was 65 parts by mass when the
total mass of the inorganic bonding material and the alumina
particles was regarded as 100 parts by mass, and the portion of
the organic binder in the mixture was 7 parts by mass when
the total mass of the inorganic bonding material and the
alumina particles was regarded as 100 parts by mass. As the
organic binder, methyl cellulose was used. The slurry
obtained above was applied to both the end faces 24, 25 of the
base material 30, followed by drying and firing to obtain the
glass seals 35. The thickness of the glass seals 35 was 200 pm.
The firing conditions were the same as those of the aforemen-
tioned preparation method of the intermediate layer 31. The
average particle diameter of the alumina particles (ceramic
particles) in the glass seal 35 was 14 um.

In addition, the inorganic bonding material used as the raw
material for the glass seals 35 was a material obtained by
melting a glass raw material containing SiO, (63 mol %),
Zr0, (3 mol %), Al,O; (5 mol %), CaO (9 mol %), BaO (17
mol %), and B,O; (3 mol %) at 1600° C. for homogenization;
and, after it was cooled, it was pulverized to obtain an average
particle diameter of 15 um.

(Forming of DDR Membrane)

As the separation layer, a DDR membrane was formed on
the intermediate layer 31.

(1) Preparation of Seed Crystal

A DDR type zeolite crystal powder was manufactured on
the basis of the method for preparing DDR type zeolite
described in M. I. den Exter, J. C. Jansen, H. van Bekkum,
Studies in Surface Science and Catalysis Vol. 84, Ed. by J.
Weitkamp et al., Elsevier (1994) 1159-1166 or JP-A-2004-
083375. It was used as a seed crystal as it was or by pulver-
izing as necessary. After synthesis or after dispersing the
pulverized seed crystal in water, coarse particles were
removed to prepare a seed crystal dispersion liquid.

(2) Seeding (Particle Adhesion Step)

The seed crystal dispersion liquid prepared in (1) was
diluted by ion-exchanged water or ethanol, the DDR concen-
tration was adjusted to be 0.001 to 0.36% by mass (solid
content concentration in slurry 64), and it was stirred with a
stirrer at 300 rpm to obtain slurry for seeding (slurry 64). The
porous body 9 was fixed to the lower end of a wide-mouth
funnel 62, and slurry for seeding of 160 ml was poured into
the porous body 9 from above and passed through the cells
(see FIG. 5). At this time, after masking the outer peripheral
face 6 of the porous body 9 with a Teflon (registered trade-
mark), seeding was performed. In the porous body 9 where
the slurry 64 was poured, the insides of the cells were sub-
jected to draught drying at room temperature or at 80° C. at a
wind speed of 3 to 6 nv/s for 10 to 30 minutes. Pouring of the
slurry 64 and the draught drying were repeated 1 to 6 times to
obtain a sample. After the drying, microstructure observation
with an electron microscope was performed. Adhesion of
DDR particles to the surface of the porous body 9 was con-
firmed.

(3) Membrane Formation (Membrane Formation Step)

After putting 7.35 g of ethylenediamine (produced by
Wako Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd.) in a 100 ml fluorine
resin jar, 1.156 g of 1-adamantanamine (produced by Sigma-
Aldrich Japan Co.) was added thereto and dissolved so that no
precipitation of 1-adamantanamine might remain. In another
container, 98.0 g 0f 30% by mass of colloidal silica (Snowtex
S produced by Nissan Chemical Industries, [.td.) and 116.55
g of ion-exchanged water were put, and they were slightly
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stirred. Then, the mixture was put in the jar containing the
mixed ethylenediamine and 1-adamantanamine and strongly
shaken to prepare a raw material solution. Molar ratios of
components in the raw material solution were 1-adamantan-
amine/Si0,=0.016, water/Si0,=21). Then, the jar containing
the raw material solution was set in a homogenizer, and
stirring was performed for one hour. The porous body 9
having DDR particles adhering thereto obtained in (2) was
disposed in a stainless steel pressure resistant container 65
provided with a fluorine resin internal cylinder having an
internal capacity of 300 ml, and the raw material solution (sol
67) prepared above was put therein to perform a heating
treatment (hydrothermal synthesis) at 140° C. for 50 hours
(see FIG. 6). Upon hydrothermal synthesis, it was alkaline
due to colloidal silica and ethylenediamine of the raw mate-
rial. A fracture cross section of the porous body 9 having
membrane formed thereon was observed with a scanning
electron microscope, and it was found that the thickness of the
DDR membrane was 10 um or less.

(4) Removal of Structure Defining Agent

The membrane thus formed by coating was heated at 450 or
500° C. for 50 hours in the ambient atmosphere in an electric
furnace to remove 1-adamantanamine in the pores by com-
bustion. The crystal phase was identified by X-ray diffraction
to confirm DDR type zeolite. In addition, after the membrane
was formed, it was confirmed that the porous body 9 was
covered with DDR type zeolite.

Examples 1 to 3, Comparative Examples 1 to 3

The base material thickness 40 was made 0.51 mm, and the
ratio of the base material thickness to the intermediate layer
thickness was varied by varying the intermediate layer thick-
ness 41.

Examples 4 to 8, Comparative Example 4

The base material thickness 40 was made 0.65 mm, and the
ratio of the base material thickness to the intermediate layer
thickness was varied by varying the intermediate layer thick-
ness 41.

Example 9

The base material thickness 40 was made 1.55 mm.

As shown in FIG. 4A, the ceramic separation-membrane
structure 1 was put in a cylindrical housing 51 having a fluid
inflow port 52 and a fluid outflow port 53, and pressure was
applied by water by allowing water to flow in from the fluid
inflow port 52 of the housing 51 to check the strength of
fracturing the porous body 9 before the DDR type zeolite
membrane was formed and the strength of fracturing the
ceramic separation-membrane structure 1 after forming the
DDR type zeolite membrane (i.e., porous base material
9+separation layer 32 (zeolite membrane)). When the pres-
sure did not rise because the water passed through, the water
permeation was blocked by coating the internal faces of the
cells 4 with natural latex rubber, followed by drying to mea-
sure the internal pressure fracture strength. The results are
shown in Table 1 as the strength ratio (after forming DDR
type zeolite membrane/before forming membrane). When the
strength ratio is larger than 1, it means that strength was
improved after forming the DDR type zeolite membrane. On
the other hand, when the strength ratio is smaller than 1, it
means that strength was reduced after forming the DDR type
zeolite membrane.
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Proportion of

Membrane area
(porous body:
outer diameter

Strength ratio
Base material

inorganic (after forming
Base material Intermediate bonding thickness/ membrane/before of 30 mm,
thickness layer thickness material Cell diameter intermediate forming length of 180 mm)

mm mm mass % mm layer thickness membrane) cm?
Example 1 0.51 0.10 36 2.9 5.1 1.03
Example 2 0.51 0.15 36 2.8 3.4 0.99 502
Example 3 0.51 0.20 36 2.7 2.6 0.92
Comp. Ex. 1 0.51 0.25 36 2.6 2.0 0.88
Comp. Ex. 2 0.51 0.30 36 2.5 1.7 0.59
Comp. Ex. 3 0.51 0.50 36 2.3 1.0 0.52
Example 4 0.85 0.15 26 2.5 4.3 0.96 432
Example 5 0.85 0.15 28 2.5 4.3 1.01
Example 6 0.85 0.15 36 2.5 4.3 1.07
Example 7 0.85 0.15 42 2.5 4.3 1.05
Example 8 0.85 0.25 36 2.3 2.6 0.90
Comp. Ex. 4 0.85 0.30 36 2.2 2.2 0.78
Example 9 1.55 0.15 36 2.3 10.3 1.04 246

In Comparative Examples 1 to 4, where the ratio of the base
material thickness to the intermediate layer thickness was not
within the range of 2.5 or more, the strength significantly fell
after the zeolite membrane was formed. In particular, in Com-
parative Examples 2 and 3, where the ratio of the base mate-
rial thickness to the intermediate layer thickness was 1.7 or
less, strength fell to a large extent. On the other hand, in
Examples 1 to 9, where the ratio of the base material thickness
to the intermediate layer thickness was 2.5 or more, the
strength ratio was not reduced much (About 10% reduction of
the strength due to forming of the zeolite membrane has no
practical problem.) or was improved. That is, the ratio of the
base material thickness to the intermediate layer thickness
within a predetermined range enabled to inhibit strength
reduction due to formation of the DDR type zeolite mem-
brane. Though increase in the ratio of the base material thick-
ness to the intermediate layer thickness decreases the mem-
brane area and the permeation amount, practically sufficient
permeation amounts were obtained in Examples 1 to 9.

Industrial Applicability

A porous body and a ceramic separation-membrane struc-
ture of the present invention can suitably be used as a means
for separating part of components from a mixed fluid.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1: ceramic separation-membrane structure, 2, 2a, 2b: end
face, 3: partition wall, 4: cell, 4a: separation cell, 4b: water
collection cell, 6: outer peripheral face, 7: discharge flow
passage, 8: plugged portion, 9: porous body, 30: base mate-
rial, 31: intermediate layer, 31a: first intermediate layer, 315:
second intermediate layer, 32: separation layer, 35: glass seal,
40: base material thickness, 41: intermediate layer thickness,
42: cell diameter, 51: housing, 52: fluid inflow port, 53, 58:
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fluid outflow port, 54: seal material, 62: wide-mouth funnel,
63: cock, 64: slurry, 65: pressure resistant container, 67: sol,
68: dryer

The invention claimed is:

1. A porous body comprising:

a honeycomb-shaped base material having partition walls
of a ceramic porous body having pores formed therein
and a plurality of cells formed by the partition walls and
functioning as passages for a fluid passing through the
ceramic porous body,

an intermediate layer of a ceramic porous body having
pores with a smaller average pore diameter than pores in
a surface of the base material and being disposed on the
surface of the base material, and

a separation layer formed of zeolite for separating a mix-
ture is provided on a surface of the intermediate layer;

wherein at least a part of the base material and the inter-
mediate layer has a structure where aggregate particles
are bonded to one another by an inorganic bonding mate-
rial component,

the intermediate layer thickness, which is the thickness of
the intermediate layer, is 100 pm or more and 500 um or
less,

the base material thickness at the shortest portion between
the cells is 0.51 mm or more and 1.55 mm or less,

the ratio of the base material thickness to the intermediate
layer thickness is 2.5 or more,

the proportion of inorganic bonding material in the inor-
ganic solid content of the intermediate layer is 26% by
mass or more and 42% by mass or less, and

wherein a ratio of the strength of the porous body after
forming the separation layer to the strength of the porous
body before forming the separation layer is at least 0.90.

2. The honeycomb-shaped ceramic separation-membrane

structure according to claim 1, wherein the separation layer is
formed of DDR-type zeolite.
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